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Sample Opinion Editorial (Op-Ed)

An opinion editorial (op-ed) is an opinion expressed in writing to be published by a local newspaper. A person of authority on the subject or a person with a vested interest typically signs the op-ed. It is an excellent method to express an opinion to a large number of people and emphasize the importance of an issue in a timely fashion. When submitting the op-ed, select the appropriate signatory, such as your executive director or a prominent member of the community, and submit it to the editorial page editor of your local newspaper.

Below is a sample op-ed. Consider incorporating information about your local program or community in the section indicated below.

___________________________________________________________________

President Harry Truman once said that the highest office in the land is that of citizen.  Indeed, there is no role more vital and no ingredient more essential to the health of our democracy than citizenship. The United States was built by citizens who participated, cared, and dedicated their lives to building a strong and solid foundation for this country. It is service to our neighbors, our communities, and our nation that has made this country strong and compassionate. We have a rich tradition of service and volunteering and have long fostered a culture of citizenship and service in people of all ages. 

And so it is with the goal of continuing the tradition of service in this country that the Corporation for National and Community Service commemorates 10 years serving America. Created in 1994, the Corporation brings together programs with long histories of service and success in communities across the country. Senior Corps, a program that provides older adults with the opportunity to serve, and Learn and Serve America, a service-learning program for high school students, are brought together with AmeriCorps to create opportunities for a lifetime of service.

For the past decade, participants in Senior Corps, AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve America have made a tremendous impact in communities across this nation.  Through service, their own lives have been changed as they have improved the lives of countless others by helping children learn to read, caring for the frail elderly, rebuilding communities struck by disasters, transforming failing schools, and revitalizing communities. National and community service programs have strengthened America’s nonprofit sector, created a national infrastructure for community service and volunteering, and fostered a culture of citizenship and service.

[INSERT LOCAL PROGRAM INFORMATION AND DESCRIBE SERVICE ACTIVITIES. HIGHLIGHT IMPACT ON COMMUNITY]

However, we find ourselves at a critical juncture. Civic participation is decreasing. Participation in clubs and civic organizations has been cut by more than half over the last 25 years. Involvement in community life is down by 35 percent over the last 25 years. Now, more than ever, it is critical to support the work of national and community service programs, which represent more than 150 years of America’s investment in volunteerism and service. During the past decade, the Corporation and its network of national, state, and local grantees have created meaningful ways for millions of Americans of all ages and backgrounds to serve their communities and country. And these millions of Americans serve as inspiration to others and actively recruit others to give back to their communities.
We need a renewed commitment to the ideals and actions that make our country great. Inaction is not an option. We must seize the moment, motivate ourselves, and encourage others to become active in our communities, in our government, and in our society. We must explore a vision for the future where national service and civic participation is the common expectation and experience of every American.

Robert F. Kennedy once said, “Few will have the greatness to bend history; but each of us can work to change a small portion of the events, and in the total of all these acts will be written the history of this generation.” Our work must begin now and it begins with each and every individual making a commitment to a lifetime of service.

